NEWSLETTER
June 2011

Well here it is, Junuary already and my tomato plants are huddled together for warmth!
Boy if I had known the weather was going to be like this in California I would have
stayed in the U.K! (And I know some people wish I had!) But I guess we will have to
make the best of it.

PHOTOBIE
I have always believed that Adobe products are not the only way to improve or
manipulate images and that there are many talented people who have produced very
good programs (and often free or at little cost to you) which do not get a lot of attention.
One such program is Photobie. It is free software for photo editing, scrapbooking,
animation, screen capture, web design together with a worldwide club of
enthusiasts and professionals who share their expertise. They are quite an amazing
group, unlike so many who setup and after a very short time fizzle out this group
seems to be very viable. The web site is very well laid out and has a lot of downloads,
tutorials etc. plus connections to all the features and members. I am still working
through the site but I recommend that you all take a look at the site. I think this might
be a good topic for one of our meetings. Go to http://www.photobie.com.

HIGH DYNAMIC RANGE
You may have seen articles
recently about the “high
dynamic range” (HDR)
photography and wondered
what it was about. Basically
HDR is taking a series of
images, combining them, and
adjusting the contrast ratios to
do things that are virtually

impossible with a single aperture and shutter speed.
Some critics say that it can make the images look artificial (see the above image of
Hong Kong I found on the web) but when done with realism in mind it can be very
effective. There are a couple of software
programs, Photomatix and DXO Images come
to mind but both coast $100. However there is
a feature in Photoshop Elements that does a
credible job although it isn’t really HDR it does
allow images to be merged and produces a
very credible outcome. In the example to the
left, two images were taken one focusing on
getting the people correctly exposed and the
other with the tower correct. Opening these
images in Elements and going to
File>New>Photomerge Exposure the image at
the front was produced. Not exactly HDR but it
does give a very nice result. When doing the
same with landscape scenes more images can be used (up to ten) but remember to use
a tripod to prevent “ghosting” due to camera shake. Experiment with setting a manual
aperture or aperture priority, changing the aperture for a series of shots changes the
depth of field and you may get blurring.
Below I show a couple of images I found on the web which supposedly were created
using the method described above. They are pretty impressive.
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As you know I like to play with everyday objects
and create “visual puns” as I like to call them,
(an example is shown on the left), and I am
always looking for others to add to my collection.
I have not had a lot of inspiration recently, this
example initially started out with my thinking
what an image would be like to show “putting
one’s foot in one’s mouth” but it turned out as
shown with a tentative tile of “The Thinker” but if
you can think of a better one I would love to hear
from you.
A friend of mine sent me a couple of images
recently I thought I would share with you.
Although they aren’t puns I think they deserve a
laugh just for the irony. I don’t think they need
any explanation.

TEXT TAMERS
Peggy Johnson was kind enough to give me a very useful primer she found called
“Elements best kept secrets” which is a wonderful set of mini tutorials. Rather than drop
them all out at once I am going to reproduce them individually over time. So thanks to
Peggy for this tip:
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Well that is all for this issue of our quarterly newsletter, thanks to Walt for sending in the
six handy tips for getting around Elements which Peggy distributed last month.,
One thing I didn’t mention in the section on HDR images is that there is a free program
available for “full dynamic range” images called FDR, which is not shorthand for a
previous president by the way. You can see more at their website at: www.fdrtools.com
I’ll leave you with a couple more ironic pictures.
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